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ABOVE: Reception area wilh the
view of the glass i, Flooring is
made of ltalian marble with inlays
of Brava aurora while the brown
emprador Siporax 12' x 8" mural is
by E.A, Kitabl, The partiticn
avariooking the recaption, on the
first floor has etched glass with
brass railings, A 20° high hydraulic
cepsule fift situated bahind tha
recaption counter fs suppaoried by
ltatlan marble panailing on both
sldes. Tha two-seater glass and
veneerad raception tabia has
Phillps Publle address systams
and phones, The column tfowarde
tha further end s covared with
wood, Entry to the staff area is
through the air brushed giass door

LEFT: Waiting area : Painting by
Anil Gudigar adorms the main wall
and complaments the Slporax
maral. Next to it stands the steal
enlumn-encased in wood
resambling the Roman pillar with
capitals (as seen in the facads)




capacity of 125 people. Of the four
sides of the building, two are in
contact with the walls of the adjacent
building, while the third is at a
distance of 2'6" from the
neighbouring building, thereby
making only the front facade of the
building visible. As the building lies
in the jurisdiction of the heritage
zone, :Jernclishing it was out of the
question. Consequently, repairs were
numerous and a new K'anf elevation
was redesigned fo give it a simple
yet a majestic corporate look.

As the original profile of the
building had to be retained, it was
not possible fo take the elevater to
the third floor — this formed a very
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crucial factor in space planning. In
terms of general planning, the
ground and the first floor include
general administration areas, while
the second has the Chairman's office
and the third, the Accounts section.
This kind of planning was to ensure

higher level of privacy and inter and |

intra hierarchial level interaction.
Every floor has a conference room
and a lunch area.

Each Hoor maintains its own
identity, though the planning and
design is uniform. For instance, the
general layout of the ground, first
and third Aoors are similar, with
peripheral Director and Manager
cabins and o ceniral open staff area.

The visual difference and an oltered
ambience are introduced through
varying colour palettes for each floor.
On the rear side are arranged
utilities like pantry, photocopy / fax
room, toilets, Air Handling Unit
{AHU)} and lunch rooms. Glass panel
partitions divide the Director’s ond
Manager's cabins from the general
staff area. Internally, each executive
cabin is designed after carefully
understanding the kind and flow of
work, visitors entertained and job
profiles in that strata.

Datails of the ceiling of tha waiting!
reception area as seen in daylght

Looking out through the entrance
door showing details of the stained
glass. The arch is pushed o
continue outside into the facads
The vaulted ceiling above has
indirect [kghis that add grandeaur
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ABCVE: Glass ceiling fram the first fleor behind tha mural

RIGHT: Staff area - This ptan is repeated on the ground, first and third floors, It shows
an open plan with executive cabins along the periphery. Each station has Blowplast
madular furniture with laminatad surfaces to co-ordinate with the furniture done on site
iik@ the storage areas around the sides which have biack and whitte chequered design
Matisral fook is maintained by the arificial plants placed on dividers. Lighting is &
combination of indirect white light and direct PL lights fitted with electronic ballast for
lowar power consumption. Smoke deteclors and sprinklars can be seen on gypsum

boards on tha celling

The second floor — the Executive
foor — contains the Senior Director’s
office, a Chairman's Chamber, a
large conference room, library, a
‘Think Tank’ area (senior staff
cubicals) and the visitor's lounge,
besides the ufility area.

In terms of appearance, the
designer’s brief called for interiors
reflecting an infernational character,
with o subtle touch of what the
business was all about. This meont
a lavish use of glass, wood and
marble as the prime media for the
aesthetic expression of interior
design. Colour combination for the
ground, first and second are
maintained cream and brown (in the
marbles, tiles veneer and laminate)
with ivory walls and white ceilings.
To mainkain the stylish air, the areas

are supplemented with extensive use
of different types of glass — plain,
colour stained, elched, deep etched,
sandwiched plain, chipped fused,
bent fused, air brushed and
engraved. Textured paint and wall
pers with textured effect have also
Ezan widely used in cabins and open
areas. Siporax and copper murals
along with a collection of painfings
adorn the wolls. Three kinds of
leather and thirty two co-ordinated
upholstery fabrics have been used
in the chairs, sofas, softboards,
partitions in the staff area, efc,

To bring life to the otherwise
serious occounts department, the
design is conceived very differently,
laking advantoge of the sloping roof.
The sloping roof is insulated to
reduce heat transfer and then
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painted black to give set off the white
space frame. The ceiling is a
combination of exposed ducts, space
frames, trusses, “I" beams and
stanchions while the fooring has
blue and black pattern. Furniture
upholstery and glass have o
combination of blue, yellow and red.

Included in the basically plan
are the fully mmpulerissdm on
every floor to moniter the
environment within. A few who have
visited call this an ‘Intelligent office
Building’ since it has an environment
controlled by computers and other
machines within the set parometers
— an environment which does not

BELOW: Passagaway with managerial
cabins on the right. Flooring is a
combination of miror-polished and black
granite tites, POP ceiling is filtad with
opan PL lights, while the rounded cavities
houge yallow indiract lights
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ABOVE: A glass block separates the Personal Agsistant’s room from the lounge. To
the laft is the door leading to the chairman's room The chipped glass sirips saparates
the Chairman's lobby from thiz area







Second floor lounge © Indirect lighting, emoke aiarms and sprinklars can be sean on the calling . The sides above tha A grilis have
vanear finish. Mirored walis add to the visual space. Flagring Is Itallan marble

need human interference for routine
activities and yet assures high safety
levels.

For instance, Air conditioning is
by Carrier - France, Fire detection
by Johnson Contrals - USA and
control by DA Engg. - India,
Electricals by Sanyog Electricals -
India, Communication and
information system by Alcatel -
France, Public Address System by
Phillips - Holland and Security
System by Memco - Dubai hove oll
been integrated to attain the highest
level of mfelﬁ and also achieve an
ambient working environment.

The 100 ton chiller plant was
imported directly from Carrier -
France (the AHU was built in India).
The Air conditioning syslem requires
each Hoor to hove an AHU
connected to the chiller plant which

in furn is connected to the expansion
tank with sensors which regulate the
air temperature at 23° C tor return
air and 212 C for supply air, 4 units
of 25 tons each shut on and off
depending on the load, thereby
maintaining the same tfemperature ot
any point of time and saving energy
in the process. In all rooms, the vents
of the air conditioning ducts are
provided with dampers which
automatically close in case of fire,
thereby restraining its spread to other
areas through the duct.

All areas are provided with smoke
detectors, water sprinkers on the
ceiling in addifion fo a fire detection
panel provided outside each cabin.
In case of fire, the smoke deteciors
sense the temperature, alert the CPU
which activates the sprinklers and
closes the A.C dampers which in furn
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trips the AHU thereby switching off
the A.C system. An alarm is
automatically switched on in the
premises and in addition to
announcing a message through the
Public address system, the computer
and information system; the
computer automatically dials four
numbers over the telephone to inform
the concerned people/ authorities
about the event. The sensors also
help moniter water level in an
underground water tank and give o
warning when the water level drops
below the set point, giving enough
time for the concerned authority to
toke action,

The security measures include
programmable access cards to each
staff member (each card can be
programmed to open doors on one
or more foors) thereby restricting
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OPPLSITE PAGE:

TQP: Diractor's cabin Mo 1; It has more of the
papelling design on the partition but with modern
overall visuals. Panslled veneer for walls co-ordinate
with the furniture. Bevalled mirrors are pul behind the
Director's seal on aither zide

BOTTOM: Director's cabin No. 2: It has been doneon &
vary contamporary and modern style which ks indicated
by the wse of materials, shape of the table, cailing and
partition design. Cailing & bent fusion glass it from
inside and tha wall has textured paint

THIS PAGE

BELOW: Diractor's cabin Ne. 3:/t has a somewhat
traditional Victoran style albeit with a contemporary
touch. Wall findsh in this cabin has venaar with woodean
moulding an one third of tha height of the wall, whils
tha rezt has wall paper. To the nght is seen the fusion
glass pariition, which is shared by all the three
Director's cabins

RIGHT. The POP fireptace and marble paint complete
the Victorian ook
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ABOVE: Formal seating area with its stained glass door in the Chairman’s Cabin. The
wall in this area is a combination of marble and mimar

LEFT Chairman's Cabin ; Floaring 18 & combination.of white Satvario |lalian marble
hordared with black Porro, The work area is demarcatad by an elevated Witex
Wonden section. Baskground has a world map etched on glass highlighting &ll the
pors in the world, The Siporax mural completes the Executive touch

BELOW: Display cabinet on the |eft side of the Chairman’s Cabin is of Italian marbie -

biack Periro and whits Satvario. Benl glass console and the Roman pillars complete
the era Dok
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ABOVE: Ascounts deparimant : Manapers eabins on tha right
with the charactenistic sign-off on the doors

RIGHT: Accounts departmant on the third floor with its siaff area
Celling has space frames, exposed trusses and Alc ducts with
modutar wube lights, The reof s Insiilated o decrease heal
transmigsicn and reduce Alc load. Happy colours enhancad with
white 150 Valts Halogen cystom-made lights add a touch of
brightness. A friangular mirmor iz addad at the far end §
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BELOW. Flooring has hlue and biack aranite tles
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ABOVE: Inside the managers cabin




